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I PRE !\lE. a I look over thi gath ring, that we did not
c m f l' play. Wh n I liv d down in Tenne ee there wa
an It! man who prayed, '0 Lord . end orne people ju t

10 10 k after u.." And another old man aid" Amen "; and he

aid, " Lord, you come and look after
thi 'our elf. Thi i no child's play."

Mr. Hart horn came to my house,
and I did not know much about him.
We were talkjng before we knew it.
I wa ver T busy and was ju t filled up
with work and I wa brief and knew
it. My on lectured me when Mr.
Hart horn wa gone and said that I
hurt Mr. Hart horn' feelings. I
prayed over it and wanted to write and
tell him I was orry.

Rev. R. H. B~yd. LL.D. When we talk of the real condjtions

of the ~e(Yro. if w ar goinO' to do any O'ood, we ought to talk
about it. I tak it w ar h I' to talk about the religious condi
tion a it i t -da~·. I kn w m thin about th Jegro Bapti t
all \'er th nited tatc. and pe ·iall in the outh.

II I Had One of the Same Kind"

Ia' I digr. to ay that lonrr b for ou got your ew Idea
m "cnwnt in unda,r- ch 1. I had one of that arne kind? I
upp e I ~un th fir I e I' Bapti tin th outh that uc ded

in ettinO' outhero whit t a 'her' in my unday- chool. Mr.
Robin 'on Fayle (Mr'. Fayle i ist l' of John Wanamaker)
am to my church and tall ,ht an aft moon unday- chool.

, talk f it v ry often now. I ha\e thre or four at work for
me now. F l' thr year w have had an aft rnoon unday
chool.

Permit m to ax that th reli<7iou condition of the egro i
\' ry ood. Th I' ar quit a numb I' mol' unday-school
than churche·. We an I' ach th egro through the unday-
.chool a in no other way.
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"We Are Going to Control Our Own People"

I said to Mr. Hartshorn, "You went after it wrong." The
time has not come when we Baptists are purposing to give over
to any other people. We are not going to give it over to the
white people.. We are going to control our own people.

Now, I have ome facts here to prove that to you. Of cour e
they thought me crazy when I started out. The American Bap
tist Home Missionary Society thought I was an enemy, and they
did not know where to put me down because I could not COD-

cientiously consent that they take it away from us. I fought
it out on the ground that we ought to keep it ourselves.

Finally the Convention came to me to start this work, as I had
succeeded in so many other thjng , but I never would have beeD
picked if anybody would have had it. Nobody would have the
place, so it wa given to me. There i not another colored man
who would have had it but me, so I ju t took it because that was
the only thing for anybod . to O'et. So I went to the heart of the
South and tarted.

In Deep Sympathy with Southern Whites

Now, I am in deep sympathy with the outhern white folk.
When I started out I was eriou ly in doubt as to whether the
white Baptist church was riO'ht or not. When I got into the
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work, I began to study it carefully, and I said, " No, I am goIDg

to look at this from the white man's standpoint"; and, do yoU

know, I was severely criticised and was even called "Frost's
nigger." I tell you that I am fully convinced that the south~

white people of our denomination (I will refer to the Bapb ts
because I know more about them than any other) are honestly,
. th· I" onditionm elr souls, ready and willing to better the re IglOUS c
of the egro, and work to that end. I believe that common sense

h d 't pull the-teac e us that they ought to help u up. If they on
1 egro up, the egro will pull them down.

There Must Be a Movement Somewhere

Th h I drawn toere as to be a movement somewhere. am .
believe that in vour educational methods you have made a JllI •

ak .• Y thoughtt e ometune. Sometimes you educate down. ou
Id f Ollr ownyou cou do a thing and you educated us away rom h

1 . k Trpeop e and then you O'ot u no nearer the white peop. did
. b . The)'outhern white people were afraid of that very thing. .

1m ng W&"
not ow how to get at it, and they went about it the wrO d
They will give more money to-day than we can profitably speD


